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MARCHING ON 
A N  O R I G I N A L  P L AY  B A S E D  O N  T H E  L I V E S  O F  LO S  A N G E L E S  V E T E R A N S 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Jefferson Reid

STAGE MANAGER
Regina Saldivar

Directors Note
CRE Outreach is truly honored 
to have the opportunity to 
collaborate with the Wallis 
Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts. The quality of 
work produced and presented 
here is of the highest artistic 
level. We want to thank The 
Wallis for providing a platform 
for veterans to share their 
experiences and to educate 
audiences about the real 
struggles that veterans face 
when reintegrating into society.

The Wallis and CRE Outreach 
share a passion for bringing 
the power of creative 
expression to all Angelenos. As 
such, CRE Outreach is proud to 
announce that Marching On will 
continue its theatrical run in 
July at The Blue Door, our new 
venue in Culver City, which is 
the first theatre of its kind — a 
dedicated performing space for 
the voices and stories of people 
historically marginalized by 
society.

-Greg Shane 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, CRE OUTREACH

About the Production

About Marching On

CRE Outreach presents the World Premiere of MARCHING ON, an 

original play written by and starring eight military veterans from 

Veterans Empowerment Theatre (VET). VET presents a first-hand 

view of the soldiers' experiences in their rawest form, unfiltered by 

press, political, or military censorship. Productions give audiences 

greater insight into the difficulty facing veterans returning from 

deployment, exposing the inner turmoil of the lasting scars, 

both external and internal, endured from combat. This artistic 

journey brings veterans’ personal stories to life from boot camp to 

returning home, highlighting the difficulty of transitioning back into 

society. For one veteran, her transition unlocks memories that have 

been hidden away for years. Another feels rejected because of the 

color of his skin, while others realize that above all, family matters 

most. Though alone in their stories, these heroes come together as 

a unit as they search for the strength to keep marching on.

This activity is supported in part by the 
California Arts Council, a state agency. 
Learn more at arts.ca.gov. 



PERFORMANCES MAGAZINE  P23P22 PERFORMANCES MAGAZINE 

Featuring the very best in 

DANCE
MUSIC

THEATER
& MORE!

Subscribe today at TheWallis.org/Subscribe to be the 
first to know about the new season!
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About the Artists

MONTY MONTGOMERY is a 
Chicago native and a retired 
Senior NCO/Iraqi Veteran. He has 
performed at the Robey Theater, 
Wallis Annenberg, The 
Maverick, Stages Theater, since 
moving to California in 2016. He 

would like to thank CRE Outreach & Greg Shane 
(Director) for the opportunity to be a part of Marching 
On. While on active duty his motto was "One Team — 
One Fight" ...Since retirement it has changed to "One 
Man — One Mic!"

PAUL E. JOHNSON is a 62 
year old Navy Veteran who served 
as a Second Class Submarine and 
Missile tech in the Navy. Currently 
employed by the United States 
Postal Service where he's been for 
over 25 years, Paul spends his 

time educating returning Vets and the youth in such 
subjects as Technology, Coding, Robotics, and Gaming. 
He plays several instruments including the clarinet, 
saxophone, and keyboards, holds an Associate Degree 
in Computer Maintenance, is a certified 
EMT, and has been a Sunday School teacher (his 
greatest attribute) for 35 years. In terms of theatrical 
experience, Paul was Vice President  of the Drama Club 
his senior year in high school and has cultivated a 
knack for creative writing. Excited for the opportunity 
to work with CRE, Paul is willing and eager to do all 
that he can for our Veterans!

CARLA BRAME 
WILKERSON was born in 
Washington, D. C. and served 8 
years of active and reserve duty in 
the U.S. Marine Corps. She has a 
BA in Pre-Law/Legal Studies from 
Brandman University. Carla has 

acted in local TV shows and movies such as, The 
Adventures of Andy Ames. She then wrote and 
performed stand-up comedy. While in college and 
university courses, Carla wrote and directed short 
videos for extra credit, etc. Ironically, she wrote scripts 
and used comedy at her recent corporate position as 
trainer for the sales team. She writes and uses comedy 
as a speaker for various organizations and charities 
such as the Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Veterans 
Legal Institute. Additionally, her acting credits include 
a video portrayal for Veterans Legal Institute's website 
and the VA in their recent PSA. Carla's theatrical 
experience spans to prop, lighting assistance and as a 
licensed Cosmetologist. She has helped with hair and 
make-up, as well as script editing and re-writes. She 
teaches groups of youth and "milkids" workshops, 
which include comedy and theater arts. Carla assists 
and encourages veterans to write their stories and 
personal statements needed to apply for benefits. She 
believes that giving back to society means 

volunteering or donating to those worthy 
organizations that match one's passion for advocacy 
to the underserved. For this reason, she greatly 
appreciates the work of CRE Outreach and the 
Veterans Empowerment Theater. The way they are 
giving back to veterans is changing veterans' lives, 
therefore changing families and communities. Thank 
you, Greg Shane and Jefferson Reid, allowing us to 
express our voice.

IRENE CRUZ in her second 
ever performance is pleased to 
be a part of Marching On. The 
first was a monologue she 
enacted while attending the 
University of Illinois Champaign/
Urbana in 1980. Corporal Irene 

Cruz served with pride and honor in the United States 
Marine Corps for 6 years as an Air Traffic Control 
Communications Technician and Supervisor. Currently 
Irene is an Information Systems Analyst II for Los 
Angeles County's Office of the County Counsel. She is 
a well known and outspoken Advocate for Veterans. 
She is also affiliated with numerous committees and 
organizations throughout the Veteran Community. 
Some of her proudest accomplishments are being 
named in 2014 Woman Veteran Leader of the Year by 
CA Dept. of Military and Veteran Affairs; in 2015 she 
was the first woman to be awarded Veteran of the Year 
for Los Angeles County; and currently she is the first 
woman to be voted in as an officer on the Executive 
Board of the Los Angeles Montford Point Marines. Irene 
is grateful to her friends, fellow cast members and 
director for encouraging her to complete this journey.

JEFFERSON REID (Assistant 
Director/Actor) is a 4 year US 
Army veteran with an equal 
amount of acting experience. 
Having appeared in numerous 
stage productions and media 
projects, he is excited to have his 

first opportunity to work with veterans in a creative 
capacity. He is honored to collaborate with CRE in 
sharing with the world his first written full length 
theatrical project. 

JOSIE BENFORD is a 42 
years old proud mom of a 4-year-
old boy and an AL Army National 
Guard Veteran. A PVT automated 
logistical specialist, Josie enjoyed 
the camaraderie and trips to the 
field so much that she signed up 

for active duty Army in June 2000. Her service has 
sent her everywhere from Fort Hood Texas to Korea, 
Germany to Iraq; subsequently earning a spot on the 
promotion list to be pinned Sergeant. As a female 
soldier in a male-dominant unit, Josie has been able 
to carve out an illustrious career in the Army serving in 

numerous deployments overseas all while overcoming 
sexual misconduct situations and personal health issues.

JUDITH WELCH started 
acting in High School and 
continued her education majoring 
in Theatre Arts at S.U.N.Y. Oneonta. 
Judy received her first acting 
award for "Best Supporting 
Actress" in the "7th Corp. 

Tournament of Plays" for, The Man Who Came to 
Dinner while serving in the U.S. Army in Stuttgart, 
Germany. Judy and her family later moved to Chicago 
where she continued in film, voiceover, television, and 
theater with many leading roles.  Since relocating to 
Los Angeles in August 2010, Judy has worked on 
several commercials including, "University of Phoenix", 
"Homes for Homeless Veterans PSA", "Feeding 
America", "Dessert Bullet", "Google" and "Facebook".  
Also, music videos for Kendrick Lamar and Bart Baker. 
This is Judy's second performance with CRE Outreach 
and is currently the Program Coordinator for Veterans 
Empowerment Theater. Judy is grateful for the 
opportunity to help give a voice to so many Veterans 
that are too afraid to speak out.
"Believe in yourself, so others may
believe in you too" – Judy

MASON VOKES is a six-year 
veteran of the Reno Air National 
Guard. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in Psychology. He's been in many 
stage productions including, A 
Raisin In The Sun, To Kill A 
Mockingbird and Clybourne Park. 

He's living in LA and pursuing acting full time, and he 
studies under Allen Barton at The Beverly Hills 
Playhouse. He's currently represented by Hollywood 
Original Talent. 

GREG SHANE (Director) is the 
Artistic Director and Co-Founder of 
CRE Outreach. He received his B.A. 
in theatre from Tulane University 
and his M.A. in Educational 
Theatre from the Steinhardt 
School at NYU. Since he began 

teaching theatre in 2003, Greg has traveled all over the 
world bringing performing arts and arts therapy 
programs to various populations in cities including 
London, Dublin, Puerto Rico, and Brazil. Greg's work 
helps at-risk youth, military veterans, prisoners, 
mentally challenged individuals, the homeless, and 
the visually impaired. Blind in his right eye, Greg's 
personal connection and sensitivity towards the 
challenges of the visually impaired lend a unique 
perspective to his work. 


