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Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts Presents  

DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER  

AND THE MEMPHIS SOULPHONY:  MEMPHIS… YES, I’M READY  
 

Tony and Triple Grammy Award-Winning Jazz Legend Makes her Wallis Debut with a 

Tribute to the Rich R&B Tradition of Memphis,  City of her Birth 

 

Saturday, March 23, 2019, at the 

Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

 
 

(Beverly Hills, CA  February 19, 2019) — The Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing 

Arts presents Tony and triple Grammy Award-winning jazz legend Dee Dee Bridgewater in her 

Wallis debut with a tribute to the rich R&B tradition of Memphis – the city of her birth – on 

Saturday, March 23, 2019, 7:30 pm, in The Wallis’ Bram Goldsmith Theater. The NEA Jazz 

Master and United Nations Goodwill Ambassador, joined by the Memphis Soulphony, returns 

to her roots to bring the sultry Memphis sound to Los Angeles with Memphis…Yes I’m Ready, 

based on her acclaimed album of the same title recorded at Memphis’ famed Royal Studios in 

2016.  

 

Bridgewater, who “spills with theatrics and sensuality” (The New York Times), proudly 

proclaims, “I made this record for me,” adding, “These were songs I listened to on the famous 

Black radio station WDIA, where my own father, Matthew Garrett, was a young on-air DJ. I 

was born in Memphis, and although my family migrated north to Flint, Michigan, when I was 3 

years old, the South has always remained buried inside me. Coming back for this recording 

project has brought me full circle in my life.” 

 

According to The Wallis’ Artistic Director Paul Crewes, “We’re thrilled to bring Dee Dee 
Bridgewater to The Wallis for the first time as she pays tribute to the greats who define  



  
 
 

 

the Memphis sound, with covers of hits by artists including BB King, Otis Redding and Al Green, 

to name a few.” 

 

Tickets, $25-$55, are on sale now and, available at TheWallis.org/Bridgewater. The Wallis 

Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts is located at 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd, Beverly 

Hills. To purchase tickets and for more information, please call 310-746-4000 or visit: 

TheWallis.org/Bridgewater.  

 

About the Artists: 

 

DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER , Grammy and Tony Award-winning jazz giant, has ascended to 

the upper echelon of vocalists, putting her unique spin on standards as well as taking intrepid leaps 

of faith in re-envisioning jazz classics. Over the course of a multifaceted career spanning four 

decades, the three-time Grammy-winner most recently won the Grammy for Best Jazz Vocal 

Album for Eleanora Fagan (1915-1959): To Billie With Love From Dee Dee. Ever the fearless 

voyager, explorer, pioneer and keeper of tradition, Bridgewater’s career has always bridged 

musical genres. She earned her first professional experience as a member of the legendary Thad 

Jones/Mel Louis Big Band, and throughout the 70’s she performed with such jazz notables as Max 

Roach, Sonny Rollins, Dexter Gordon and Dizzy Gillespie. After a foray into the pop world 

during the 1980s, she relocated to Paris and began to turn her attention back to jazz. She began 

self-producing with her 1993 album Keeping Tradition (Polydor/Verve) and created DDB records 

in 2006 when she signed with the Universal Music Group as a producer (Bridgewater produces all 

of her own CDs). Releasing a series of critically-acclaimed CD's, all but one, including her wildly 

successful double Grammy Award-winning tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, Dear Ella, have received 

Grammy nominations.  Artist Theo Croker is signed to DDB Records, and Irvin Mayfield and the 

New Orleans Jazz Orchestra also recorded a project with Bridgewater released by her label in 

2014. She has also pursued a parallel career in musical theater, winning a Tony Award for her role 

as “Glinda” in The Wiz in 1975. Having recently completed a run as the lead role of Billie Holiday 

in the off-Broadway production of Lady Day,  her other theatrical credits include Sophisticated 

Ladies, Black Ballad, Carmen, Cabaret and the Off-Broadway and West End Productions of  Lady 

Day, for which Bridgewater received the British Laurence Olivier Nomination for Best Actress in 

a Musical. As a Goodwill Ambassador to the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO), Bridgewater continues to appeal for international solidarity to finance global grassroots 

projects in the fight against world hunger. She is currently on tour worldwide in support of 

Memphis, her new CD, and in April 2018 was the recipient of an NEA Jazz Masters Fellows 

Award with honors bestowed at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.   
 
 
About the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts: 
Since opening its doors in October 2013, The Wallis has produced or presented more than 250 

dance, theater, opera, classical music, cinema and family programs to an ever-expanding audience. 

Located in the heart of Beverly Hills, California, The Wallis brings audiences world-class theater, 

dance and music, performed by many of the world's most talented and sought-after artists. 

Featuring eclectic programming that mirrors the diverse landscape of Los Angeles and its 

notability as the entertainment capital of the world, The Wallis offers original and revered works 

from across the U.S. and around the globe. The mission of The Wallis is to create, present and 

celebrate unique performing arts events and educational programs that reflect the rich cultural 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9390+N+Santa+Monica+Blvd&entry=gmail&source=g


  
 
 

 

diversity of our community. Nominated for 48 Ovation Awards, seven L.A. Drama Critic's Circle 

Awards and the recipient of six architectural awards since opening in 2013. The Wallis is a 

breathtaking 70,000-square-foot venue that celebrates the classic and the modern and was 

designed by Zoltan E. Pali, FAIA, of Studio Pali Fekete architects. The building features the 

restored, original 1933 Beverly Hills Post Office (on the National Register of Historic Places) that 

serves as the theater's dramatic yet welcoming lobby, and houses the 150-seat Lovelace Studio 

Theater, GRoW at The Wallis: A Space for Arts Education (a gift of Gregory Annenberg 

Weingarten and Family and the Annenberg Foundation) and the contemporary 500-seat, state-of-

the art Bram Goldsmith Theater. Together, these structures embrace the city's history and its 

future, creating a performing arts destination for L.A.-area visitors and residents alike.   For more 

information about The Wallis, please visit: TheWallis.org.    

 

 

EDITORS PLEASE NOTE: 

 

WHAT: 

Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

Presents  

DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER  

AND THE MEMPHIS SOULPHONY:  MEMPHIS… YES, I’M READY  

 

WHEN: 

Saturday, March 23, 2019, 7:30 pm 

 

RUN TIME:   

90 minutes with no intermission. 

 

WHERE:  

Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

Bram Goldsmith Theater 

9390 N. Santa Monica Boulevard 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

 

TICKET PRICES AND INFORMATION: 

$25-$55 (prices subject to change) 

TheWallis.org/Bridgewater  

310.746.4000  

Box Office – Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts Ticket Services  

9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA, 90210 
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